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E-prints archives

• Successful e-print archives:
– arXiv - Physics
– CogPrints - Cognitive science

• Centralised subject-based archives - limited to 
particular communities

• Distributed institutional archives might 
encourage more general use of e-prints

• Institutions can support e-prints archives:
– resources
– infrastructure
– interest



Definition

• E-prints archive: an online repository of 
electronic versions of research papers

• Might contain:
– ‘pre-prints’ (pre-referred papers)
– ‘post-prints’ (post-refereed papers - often journal 

articles)
– conference papers
– reports
– theses



Key points

1. Initial installation of an OAI-compliant  
e-print archive is straightforward

2. E-print archives need collection 
management policies

3. Encouraging user participation is the 
biggest challenge



Installation

Initial installation of an OAI-compliant  e-print archive 
is straightforward

• eprints.org software (version 2 now available)
• Pros:

– Free
– Relatively straightforward to install
– Easily configurable
– Simple administration procedures
– Customisable web interface
– For the user, searching and browsing easy
– OAI compliant

• Cons:
– Not flexible - basic workflow difficult to alter
– Long-winded self-archiving process











Collection management

E-print archives need collection management 
policies

• Document type
– Pre-prints v. post prints

• Document format
– HTML, PDF, Postscript, RTF, ASCII, etc.

• Digital preservation policy
• Submission procedures

– mediated / DIY? 
– file format conversion, depositing e-prints, creation of metadata

• Metadata quality standards



Arguing for e-prints

Encouraging user participation is the 
biggest challenge

• The context
– structural problems in academic publishing 
– e-prints a possible solution

• Immediate benefits
– for researchers
– for policy makers

• Addressing their concerns



What’s in it for the researcher?

• Lower impact barriers
– papers more visible
– cited more

• Rapid dissemination
• Lower access barriers
• OAI functionality

– interoperability

• Value added services
– hit counts
– personalised publications lists
– citation / impact analyses



What’s in it for policy makers?

• Raising profile of institution
• Managing institutional information assets
• RAE management
• Long-term cost savings

but….beware of premature reductions in 
periodicals budgets!



Addressing their concerns

Common concerns:
• IPR - particularly copyright
• Quality control - particularly peer review
• Work load - theirs!
• Undermining the tried and tested status quo

authors can continue to contribute to high impact 
peer reviewed journals but should also contribute 
to e-prints archives



Advocacy methods

• Project web site
• Briefing paper
• Literature e.g. SPARC leaflet
• Institutional magazines
• Presenting at departmental meetings 

and university committees
• Special advocacy events



The players

Who?
• Senior LIS staff
• Subject librarians
• ….

To whom?
• Academic enthusiasts in different departments
• Department/School approach - champion at senior level
• Senior managers
• Institutional administrators



Stephen.Pinfield@Nottingham.ac.uk

http://www-db.library.nottingham.ac.uk/eprints/
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