
RLUK Announces Election of new Chair of the RLUK Board

RLUK is very pleased to announce that Phil Sykes has been elected Chair of the RLUK Board as of 1 July 2010.  He will succeed Mark Brown, who has held the Chair of RLUK (formerly CURL) for four years since 2006, and who now steps down after completing a double term as Chair. He will  remain on the Board until April 2011. 

Phil Sykes, University Librarian at Liverpool University since 2004, takes on the role of Chair at a time of great opportunities for research libraries, but also potential threats as public spending tightens.  He said: “This is an enormously exciting time to be taking over as chair of RLUK. Our libraries are more central to the work of the universities they serve than they’ve ever been; they have more to offer than they’ve ever had; and the financial pressures we are under make it imperative that research libraries work creatively together to provide services that are both excellent and efficient.”

The outgoing Chair of RLUK, Dr Mark Brown, University Librarian at the University of Southampton: “The last four years have been a time of great change for research libraries, and it has been a huge privilege to have helped steer the transition from CURL to RLUK and the development of our Strategic Plan. I have enjoyed my time as Chair and look forward to RLUK going from strength to strength”
Information for editors: RLUK is a consortium of 29 of the largest research organisations in the UK, including the three national libraries. Founded more than 25 years ago, RLUK (formerly CURL) has directly and indirectly sponsored some of the major free online UK resources in support of research, including Copac, the de facto UK Union Catalogue of over 35 million books and serials, the Archives Hub, a national gateway to descriptions of archives in UK universities and colleges, the award-winning SHERPA, whose aim is to facilitate the rapid and efficient worldwide dissemination of research output, and the 19th Century Pamphlets Online project, which has made over 1 million digitized pages of pamphlet material in our libraries available to HE and FE institutions, UK Public Libraries and Archives, and UK Schools through a special partnership with the Joint Information Systems Committee (JISC) and the not-for-profit trusted repository, JSTOR.

For further information about RLUK (www.rluk.ac.uk) contact David Prosser, david.prosser@rluk.ac.uk, 020 7848 2737   

