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Summary of Proposal 
The purpose of this CURL-led cross-institutional project is to add to the work carried out within the framework of the RSLP retrospective conversion projects: Revelation: Unlocking Research Resources for 19th and 20th Century Church History and Christian Theology and, to a certain extent, 19th Century Pamphlets by (a) creating an additional 5,000 or so electronic bibliographic records describing material from eight collections of printed material that focus on a number of Christian denominations, churches and movements; (b) adding the missing – four in all – collection-level descriptions for these collections on the already existing Revelation Database, which is hosted and maintained by Information Services at the University of Birmingham. 

The collections included focus on different aspects of the Christian faith from the Middle Ages up to the present times, as embodied by a number of Christian denominations, churches and movements, namely: Anglicanism, the Catholic Apostolic Church, the Franciscan order, Quakerism, Unitarianism and the Radical Orthodox Movement. All the records will conform to AACR2, MARC, LCSH and the CURL Minimum Standards for Bibliographic Records and will be produced by the end of March 04. They will be searchable by all, free of charge, on the Internet via the partner libraries’ online catalogues, as well as via the COPAC service (http://www.copac.ac.uk), as is currently the case with the 142,646 records produced by the initial Revelation project. All the created collection-level descriptions will be searchable by all, free of charge, on the Revelation Database. Physical access to the collections will be granted to all researchers and other users engaged in serious study, whether university-based or not. 
The total costs of the project are estimated at £21,688 (£21,288 for cataloguing, £400 for project management). It is proposed that the contribution from Full Disclosure be £14,902 (i.e. 68.71% of the total costs) and that of the partner institutions, including CURL, £6,786 (31.29% of the total costs).
1. Purpose of the Project

The purpose of the proposed project is to add to the work carried out within the framework of the RSLP projects Revelation: Unlocking Research Resources for 19th and 20th Century Church History and Christian Theology and, to a certain extent, 19th Century Pamphlets by:
· Creating an additional 5,000 or so electronic bibliographic records describing material from eight collections of printed material that focus on a number of Christian denominations, churches and movements; 
· Adding the missing – four in all – collection-level descriptions for these collections on the Revelation Database (available at http://www.is.bham.ac.uk/rslp/revelation/mapping/mappingdatabase.htm). 
Most of these collections are held in CURL libraries that did not have the opportunity to participate in the Revelation project. All the records produced will be searchable by all, free of charge, on the Internet via the partner libraries’ online catalogues, as well as via the COPAC service (http://www.copac.ac.uk), as is currently the case with the 142,646 records produced by the initial Revelation project. All the created collection-level descriptions will be searchable by all, free of charge, on the already existing Revelation Database. Physical access to the collections will be granted to all researchers and other users engaged in serious study, whether university-based or not. 
2. The Collections 

The eight collections included in the proposed project focus on different aspects of the Christian faith from the Middle Ages up to the present times, as embodied by a number of Christian denominations, churches and movements, namely: Anglicanism, the Catholic Apostolic Church, the Franciscan order, Quakerism, Unitarianism and the Radical Orthodox Movement. The collections are listed below by alphabetic order.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
· Catholic Apostolic Church Collection – Bodleian, University of Oxford, 1,031 items
(a) Description: The Bodleian Library purchased the collection in 1972 from Christ the King Church Library, Gordon Square, London. It consists of 205 bound volumes containing 1,031 items, all produced by and for members of the Catholic Apostolic Church (CAC). A breakaway sect from the Scottish Presbyterian Church, the Catholic Apostolic Church was founded in the mid-19th century and the last surviving member was still alive in 2002. The collection contains mainly pamphlets, sermons and liturgies. 
(b) Importance of collection: This is a significant collection of Catholic Apostolic Church materials that contains many rare items not available in any other institution. It is an essential complement to the already electronically catalogued Catholic Apostolic Church Collection that was donated to the University of Birmingham Library by Hywel Berwyn Evans in 1989 and to the Plato E. Shaw Collection bequeathed to New College Library, University of Edinburgh, by Professor Plato E. Shaw in 1947 (see below under Plato E. Shaw Collection). 
The Bodleian will provide a collection-level description, as well as a parent record, for the Revelation Database.  

(c) Conditions (environmental control, security, insurance arrangements): The collection is held in the Rare Book section of the Bodleian Library, where the heating, ventilation and air conditioning (HVAC) system is in the process of being replaced. Environmental monitoring records are available for the last 12 months upon request. Once catalogued, the collection will be made available to readers in a specialist reading room on the Bodleian Library main site. Smoke alarms have been fitted and there is an insurance policy in place. Plans to refurbish the New Bodleian will include improved security and environmental control systems as well as a fire suppression system.

(d) Access: The Bodleian Library is committed to making its resources available to all those engaged in serious study for which access to the Library is necessary. Applicants for readership must satisfy the Library that they will treat the Library's material with care and that they understand that the material must be consulted on the premises of the Library.  A small admission fee might be requested for researchers who are not attached to a university or college funded by the HE funding councils (for more details on charges, see http://www.bodley.ox.ac.uk/guides/admisfrm.htm). 
___________________________________________________________________________
· Franciscan Studies Collection – University College London Library, 240 items
(a) Description: This is the Library of the British Society for Franciscan Studies. The International Society for Franciscan Studies was founded in 1902 by Paul Sabatier (1858-1928), and a British Branch, with Sabatier as its President, was established in the same year, with a library from the outset. In 1907 this branch was reorganised as the British Society of Franciscan Studies, which was primarily a society for publishing texts and studies on Franciscan history and the religious life in the Middle Ages. In 1938 the Society disbanded and deposited its books in the College Library. The collection includes, in addition to the Society’s publications, a general collection on St. Francis of Assisi and the history of the Franciscan order. Most of the material is late 19th century and early 20th century. 
(b) Importance of collection:  This is a unique collection which badly needs to be described at both item and collection level. There are currently no collections focusing on the Franciscan order in the Revelation Database. The collection is also associated with productions of the Little Plays of St. Francis by Laurence Housman at UCL, the proceeds from which supported the Society. The Little Plays of St. Francis are now part of the Laurence Housman Collection, also housed in Library Services at UCL. 

UCL will provide a collection-level description, as well as a parent record, for the Revelation Database.  
(c) Conditions (environmental control, security, insurance arrangements): Since April 2002 Special Collections have been housed in temporary accommodation where BS5454:2000 is met for storage conditions. The collections will remain there until a brand new building, the Panopticon Building, designed to the highest standards with regard to security and environmental control, is constructed for them. All Library Services’ collections are covered by the UCL’s insurance policies. 

(d) Access: UCL Library Services is committed to unlocking its collections and to making them accessible to all in order to maximise their potential research benefits. It has a well-developed access policy designed to open up access to the collections to external users.  Special collections held in Library Services are available without charge to anyone from whatever background to researchers who has a genuine need to consult the collections for research, teaching or learning purposes.
___________________________________________________________________________
· Gillian Rose Collection – University of Warwick Library, 1,200 items

(a) Description: The library of Professor Rose, who held the Chair in Social and Political Thought at the University of Warwick from 1989 until her death in 1995, includes much material on Jewish and Christian philosophy and spirituality. She was a friend of Dr Rowan Williams, the current Archbishop of Canterbury, who has written about her work and acknowledged her influence, and also corresponded with Professor John Milbank on issues pertaining to the Radical Orthodoxy theological movement. 
(b) Importance of collection: The collection has a great intrinsic value owing to the sheer breadth of Professor Rose’s interests in theology, philosophy and sociology. It also has the additional merit of being the first collection reflecting a major interest in the Radical Orthodoxy movement. Professor Rose’s own thoughts and views can been seen in the annotations in many of her books. These have their own intrinsic value and add considerably to the research interest of the collection. It is extremely important that such a resource should be properly documented especially in view of the fact that the libraries and papers of the present Archbishop of Canterbury and leading members of the Radical Orthodoxy movement are likely to become gradually available before long. The collection also constitutes an extremely valuable addition to the philosophy and theology collections held in the libraries of the universities of Oxford, Cambridge, Durham, London, Leeds and of King’s College London. 
Warwick will provide a collection-level description, as well as a parent record, for the Revelation Database. 
(c) Conditions (environmental control, security, insurance arrangements): The material will be kept in the Special Collections department of the Library, i.e. in a Strong Room under conditions which comply with BS5454, and will be made available to users for consultation on site.  Should there be a lack of space in Special Collections, some of the material might be kept in the Restricted Access store, to which users are occasionally admitted but under controlled conditions. Insurance for all Library materials is covered by the University’s insurance policy. 

(d) Access: The collection will be open to all researchers, with the following proviso that anyone wishing to quote from or use Professor Rose’s annotations must first seek permission to do so from her literary executor. The Library can put them in touch with the latter. 
_____________________________________________________________________________
· Holden Library – University of Leeds Library, 800 items

(a) Description: The Holden Library is the Library of the Diocese of Ripon and Leeds, on deposit in Leeds University Library since 1940. The collection is extensive, including some 15,000 books from 1522 to the present. As the working library for clergy of the diocese, it contains books on all matters of religion including Old and New Testament, Christian doctrine and ethics, devotional literature, pastoral theology, church organisation and history of the Church, public worship, liturgies and sacraments and non-Christian religions.  

The larger part of the collection already appears in the Leeds online catalogue.  It is proposed to catalogue some 800 Anglican tracts, sermons and other pamphlets dating from the first half of the 19th century and covering a range of topical subjects and controversies.

Leeds will provide a collection-level description for the Revelation Database. 
 (b) Importance of collection: The Holden Library is in itself interesting as the working library of Anglican clergy over many years, and these tracts can be contextualised within this framework, adding to their intrinsic interest.  More generally, Leeds University Library has very strong holdings of pre-1850 material in the areas of theology and church history, particularly for the Anglican and Quaker traditions. 
(c) Conditions (environmental control, security, insurance arrangements): The pamphlets will be shelved in a secure bookstack with environmental controls designed to deliver a temperature of 17C and relative humidity of 50%. They will be for reference use only in a closely supervised reading room.  

(d) Access: Material in the Holden Library is available on the same terms as other material in Leeds University Library. The Library encourages use of its research collections, though outside users are asked to arrange access in advance unless their home institution has an arrangement for reciprocal access.
___________________________________________________________________________________
· Plato E. Shaw Collection – University of Edinburgh Library, 538 items

(a) Description: The collection consists of 63 books and 475 pamphlets (shelved in 16 boxes), relating to the Catholic Apostolic Church, a charismatic, prophecy-based movement, also known as the Irvingites after its early leader, the Scot Edward Irving (1792-1834). It contains sermons, liturgies, homilies, and pastoral letters; historical, biographical and bibliographical works on the Church and its founders; doctrinal and controversial works on prophecy, glossolalia, the humanity of Christ, the Second Advent, ministry and sacraments, and the payment of tithes. Dates of imprint range from 1823 to 1952, but most fall between 1850 and 1890. The majority of the collection was printed in London, with ca. 25% printed in Scotland, a small number of US, Canadian, and German imprints, and single Australian, Danish, Indian, Swiss, and Welsh imprints. Much of the pamphlet collection, which contains a significant amount of ephemera and otherwise scarce items, was printed for private circulation. 

(b) Importance of collection: this is a significant collection of Catholic Apostolic Church materials that contains many rare items not available in any other institution. It is at present underused through lack of availability online, but, when adequately documented, it will become a very important resource for those interested in Edward Irving and the history of Pentecostalism and the Charismatic Movement. The Catholic Apostolic Church Collection held at the Bodleian, University of Oxford, (see above) and the Plato E. Shaw  are complementary collections alongside the already electronically catalogued Catholic Apostolic Church Collection that was donated to the University of Birmingham Library by Hywel Berwyn Evans in 1989. The collection is already described in the Revelation Database. 
(c) Conditions (environmental control, security, insurance arrangements): The collection is housed within a locked stack, where the heating, air conditioning and ventilation are satisfactory, with other special collections.

(d) Access: Edinburgh University Library is committed to making collections available to those engaged in serious study.  Applications to use special collections should be made in advance. Material from special collections may only be consulted on Library premises. _____________________________________________________________________________

· Porteus Library – University of London Library, 100 items 
(a) Description: This is the Library of Beilby Porteus, Bishop of London, which was housed at Fulham Palace Library until its deposit at the University of London Library in 1958.  It is composed of approximately 4 000 volumes, mostly published between 1750-1809, and including 300 volumes of pamphlets.  There are also some earlier printed books and pamphlets and a later collection, mostly dating from the 19th century, comprising mainly volumes of sermons and charges, added by William Howley.  The subject themes are ecclesiastical affairs as well as other subjects of interest to the Anglican Church, such as slavery and the French Revolution. The majority of the items are in English, with some French and German.

The collection is described at collection level on the Revelation Database and most of the 19th century material has now been catalogued at item level, some of the pamphlets having been catalogued in the framework of the RSLP CURL-led 19th Century Pamphlets project.  It is proposed that the remaining 100 19th century pamphlets be electronically catalogued within the framework of this project.  The University of London Library has assigned a high priority to the cataloguing of the remainder of the collection, especially the 18th century books and pamphlets.

(b) Importance of collection: The research significance of this collection has been summed up in an article by D. T. Richnell: "The cumulation and juxtaposition of the books and pamphlets on all the varied subjects that an influential churchman of the period had to concern himself with, or was passionately interested in, in the end provides a vivid picture of the background and mental climate of his age, or at any rate one stratum of the society of the age" (Richnell, D. T. “The Library of Bishop Porteus, Library Association Record, 61 (1959), pp 156-158).
(c) Conditions (environmental control, security, insurance arrangements): The Porteus Library is stored in a dedicated special collections locked cage area, accessible only to authorised members of University of London Library staff.  Environmental conditions are routinely monitored and recorded and the collection is insured in line with University of London policy. Researchers must complete a fetch slip and study in the Palaeography Room, the special collections reading room in the University of London Library. Use of individual items in the collections is therefore carefully monitored and regulations regarding physical handling of items strictly enforced.  

(d) Access: The University of London Library welcomes researcher use of all Historic Collections, of which the Porteus Library is a part.  UK academic staff and researchers eligible under the terms of HEFCE Access Funding have access to the collections, free of charge, for reference use. Details of charges for other categories of users are available on http://www.ull.ac.uk. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________
· Sunderland Friends’ Library  - Durham University Library, 500 items 

(a) Description: this collection, which is the surviving library of the Sunderland Preparative Meeting of the Society of Friends, is entirely by and about the Quakers, from the Foundation of the Society of Friends onwards, and their particular interests, such as pacifism and the anti-slavery movement. The nineteenth and twentieth century material includes explications of Quaker beliefs, numerous memoirs and biographies of Quakers (including many women), accounts of missionary endeavours, several histories of Quaker schools, and some runs of Quaker periodicals.

(b) Importance of the collection:  This collection, already described at collection level in the Revelation Database, is an essential addition to the other Quaker collections such as those held at the Woodbrooke Quaker Study Centre and Regents’ Park College, Oxford. The cataloguing of the books will broaden the number of Quaker collections of books and archives available online, such as the RSLP Yorkshire Quaker Heritage Project. It will also tie in with a planned HLF bid called ‘Our Friends in the North’ aiming to provide online access to North-Eastern Quaker archives, including the Backhouse Papers in Durham University Library. 
(c) Conditions (environmental control, security, insurance arrangements): The collection is held in the Archives and Special Collections section of Durham University Library, Palace Green section, in secure storage in the Exchequer Building within the area covered by intruder alarms. Environmental monitoring is in place with new data loggers recently acquired. The collection is housed within a locked building with access during the day only to staff and readers accompanied by staff, and the books are only made available to readers in the supervised Search Room. Smoke alarms have been fitted and there is an insurance policy in place. An upgraded security system is currently being installed.

(d) Access: Material from Archives and Special Collections is made available to all involved in serious research. Readers have to fill in a registration form, provide proof of identity and agree to abide by the Search Room regulations. The Search Room is open Mondays to Fridays throughout the year with additional evening and Saturday morning opening during term time.
_________________________________________________________________________
· Unitarian College Collections – John Rylands University Library of Manchester, 600 items

(a) Description: The printed collection comprises around 20,000 books and pamphlets and well over 2,000 periodical volumes.  The earliest volumes date from c1520s but the majority were printed between the 1640s and 1970s. There is good coverage of Puritanism and the Old Dissenting denominations including the Quakers, and a particular strength of the printed collection is the study of Presbyterianism and Unitarianism in England, Scotland, Ireland and America. It contains many Unitarian hymnbooks, liturgies and local histories. It is proposed to include in this project the 600 19th-20th pamphlets of the collection. 

 (b) Importance of the collection:  The Unitarian College Collections, which are already described in the Revelation Database, form an important part of the Library’s extensive Nonconformist holdings and provides an invaluable resource for Unitarian history. As the complete library of a Theological College (comprising both printed books and archives), it is of interest to researchers as an entity as well as for the wide-ranging and often rare material that it contains. Many of the pamphlets proposed for cataloguing are ephemeral and therefore not commonly available. The Unitarian College was founded in Manchester in 1855 following the departure of the original Manchester College to London. The latter institution subsequently moved again, to Oxford, to become the Harris Manchester College. This college, now part of the University of Oxford, also has extensive Unitarian history collections.

(c) Conditions (environmental control, security, insurance arrangements): The collection is held in a campus store, where standard security measures apply.  

(d) Access: All the Library’s collections may be consulted by anyone wishing to use them for research. 
3. Methodology and Standards

The material included in this proposal either has not been at all catalogued or is currently documented in very basic card catalogues or shelf-lists - in some cases created by the original owner of the collection rather than by a professional librarian. All the cataloguing will have to be done with the item in hand.  

The methodology used will be that of shared distributed cataloguing, i.e. the cataloguing will take place in the libraries where the collections are held, and partner libraries will search external bibliographic databases in order to reduce in-house cataloguing effort and minimise the need to create records from scratch. Partner libraries will all have free access to the CURL record retrieval database and the option of purchasing records from RLG at the preferential rate negotiated by CURL. All created records will be contributed to the CURL database. 
All cataloguing will be undertaken in accordance with internationally recognised standards, namely AACR2, MARC and LCSH, and will conform to the CURL Minimum Standards for Bibliographic Records, available at http://www.curl.ac.uk/database/bibstandards.html .
The four missing collection-level descriptions (Catholic Apostolic Church Collection, Franciscan Studies Collection, Gillian Rose Collection and the Holden Library) will be created using the Revelation Database template, which combines fields from the RSLP/UKOLN collection-level description tool for printed collections and the Archives Hub collection description template for archives. The descriptions will be created and entered online by the holding libraries using a password-protected online data entry form, and they will be monitored for quality control by Beth Galer, who is responsible for maintaining the Revelation Database hosted by Information Services at the University of Birmingham. 
4. Project Management and Monitoring

The Project Head will:

· Manage and co-ordinate the distributed cataloguing operation (which will involve setting up a project mailing list)
· Monitor performance against standards and targets (which will involve providing regular progress reports for the attention of the partnership and the CURL Board); 
· Carry out quality control and evaluation measures (including checking ca. 20 bibliographic records per library)
· Manage the project budget

· Comply with the regular reporting requirements of Full Disclosure and report back to the CURL Board
All but one participating libraries took part in RSLP projects managed by the current CURL’s Executive Secretary and are therefore well acquainted with these rigorous management procedures. 
5. Present and Future Use of the Collections

While already being used, albeit serendipitously, by researchers who happen to know of their existence and value, these collections are clearly under-used because they are not described in online catalogues, and in most cases, because the absence of an adequate manual catalogue means that researchers resort to working through the entire collection to find the few relevant items they are looking for. 
All participating libraries have experienced an increase in the usage of collections to which access has been enhanced by the online availability of item- and collection-level descriptions. To give one example, the use of the printed material in the Porteus Library has increased by 16% since the start of the RSLP CURL-led 19th Century Pamphlets project. 
A great deal of this material is part of cross-domain collections including archival documents, as is the case, for example, with the Gillian Rose collection that also contains Professor Rose’s personal papers. Some of the material may be used in educational web-packages targeted at distance users in schools and adult education, as is the case, for example, at Durham University Library, which is about to start an Archives for Learning project funded by the HLF.  
6. Budget 
Cataloguing Costs: The Revelation Project Final Report indicates that (a) the £3.30 unit cost on which the budget was based turned out to be adequate; (b) the overheads amounted to £0.64 per record, which brings the cost per record to £3.94. To this must be added a 3% increase for inflation (i.e. £0.12), which brings the unit cost to £4.06. Finally, while the material included in the original project was in need of retrospective conversion (i.e. the collections had already been manually catalogued), most of the material included in this project need to be catalogued from scratch and with the item in hand. It is therefore proposed to base the budget of this project on a unit cost of £4.25. The total number of records being 5,009, the cataloguing costs are: £4.25 x 5,009 = £21,288. 

Project Management Costs: The project will be managed by the CURL Secretariat under the supervision of the CURL Executive Secretary. The job will require an estimated 22 hours of work by an AR2 member of staff (£22,191 per annum), which, including 30% overheads, amounts to ca. £400. (The 22 hours can be broadly distributed as follows: 6 monthly reports: 6 hours; final report: 4 hours; bibliographic monitoring: 2 hours; liaison and communication: 10 hours.) 

Budget: It is proposed that the total costs of the project - £21,688 - be shared as follows:

	Full Disclosure
*
	£14,902
	70% of cataloguing costs

	68.71% of total costs

	Partner libraries

	£6,386
	30% of cataloguing costs
	29.44% of total costs

	CURL

	£400
	100% of management costs
	01.85% of total costs

	Total
	£21,688
	
	100.00% 


* In all Full Disclosure would contribute 68.71% of the project’s total costs and the partners, including CURL, 31.29%.
The details of the budget per partner library are as follows: 
	Libraries 
	No. of Records
	Cataloguing Costs 
	Partners’ Contributions in kind and/or real money
	Full Disclosure Contribution

	UCL
	240
	£1,020.0
	£306.0
	£714.0

	Durham
	500
	£2,125.0
	£637.5
	£1,487.5

	Edinburgh
	538
	£2,286.5
	£686.0
	£1,600.6

	Leeds
	800
	£3,400
	1,020.0
	£2,380.0

	London (ULL)
	100
	£425.0
	£127.5
	£297.5

	Manchester 
	600
	£2,550
	£765.0
	£1,785.0

	Oxford
	1,031
	£4,381.8
	£1,314.5
	£3,067.2

	Warwick 
	1,200
	5,100.0
	£1,530.0
	£3,570.0

	Total 
	5,009
	21,288.3
	£6,386.5
	£14,901.8

	CURL*
	
	
	£400.0
	

	Total
	
	
	£6,786.5
	


Note that all partner libraries are committed to the above-listed institutional contributions (in kind or real money) and that CURL’s contribution will be in kind. 
6. Work Plan 
All participating libraries will second an existing and experienced member of staff to do the work, so there will be no time wasted recruiting and training staff. 
	
	Record Quota
	Oct. 03
	Nov. 03
	Dec. 03
	Jan. 04
	Feb.04
	Mar. 04

	UCL
	240
	60
	60
	60
	60
	
	

	Durham
	500
	250
	250
	
	
	
	

	Edinburgh
	538
	
	
	179
	179
	180
	

	Leeds
	800
	
	200
	200
	200
	200
	

	ULL
	100
	
	
	
	100
	
	

	Manchester
	600
	
	120
	120
	120
	120
	120

	Oxford
	1,031
	344
	344
	343
	
	
	

	Warwick 
	1,200
	240
	240
	180
	60
	240
	240

	Total
	5,009
	894
	1214
	1082
	719
	740
	360


7. Risk Assessment
	Nature of Risk
	Probability of Risk


	Potential Result
	Ways of Minimising the Risk

	Difficulties with appointing suitable staff
	Low
	Delays to project
	All partner libraries will second an existing and experienced member of staff, so no need to advertise or provide training 

	Lower than 68% hit-rate
	Medium
	Fewer records created
	The hit rate of the original Revelation project was 68%. The hit rate might be lower on this project, as the collections probably include a higher proportion of unique material. However, the budget is based on a slightly higher unit cost, so it is very unlikely that the 5,009 target will not be met. 

	Difficulties in co-ordinating partners
	Low
	Reduction in efficiency
	The Project Head successfully managed 3 similar RSLP projects (one had 25 partner libraries), and all but one partners are familiar with CURL’s project management techniques.  


APPENDIX 1 

Brief Details of CURL’s and the Partner Libraries’ Historical Background

CURL 
Established in 1983 to bring together the larger research-based university libraries in the United Kingdom and Ireland, the Consortium of University Research Libraries (CURL) has grown from a fairly informal grouping of seven university libraries into a strong, nationally and internationally recognised partnership of 25 major research libraries participating as full members, including 21 university libraries and the three national libraries. It also has one associate member and a partner (see www.curl.ac.uk for details). Together these libraries hold extensive printed and archive collections of immense cultural and historical significance which constitute a substantial part of the country’s national heritage and offer unparalleled opportunities for learning, research and personal development among the community at large.

UCL (University College London) Library Services
Library Services at UCL first opened in 1829. Throughout the 19th and 20th centuries the collections, like UCL as an institution, expanded rapidly and they are now housed in several buildings. Library Services contains nearly two million bound volumes and pamphlets, 160 collections of manuscripts and receives over 9,000 current journals, covering a broad range of subjects across Science, Medicine, Technology and the Humanities and Social Sciences. Electronic resources include over 120 databases, a small but growing number of electronic books, and over 6,000 electronic journals subscriptions and services. Its collections form one of the principal assets of UCL and are part of the national research infrastructure. The libraries of a number of national societies, which have been deposited in UCL, are also housed in Library Services. Special Collections in Library Services are widely regarded as being of local, regional, national and international importance, covering several historical disciplines and crossing geographical boundaries. 

University of Durham (Durham University Library) 
The University Library began in 1833. Its large holdings of manuscripts, archives and early printed books are mostly located at its Palace Green site. The library also administers the extensive archives of Durham Cathedral, Durham Diocese and Durham Bishopric. The Special Collections include ca. 65,000 titles printed up to 1850 and 92 medieval manuscript books, later manuscripts election ephemera, maps, topographical and portrait prints and photographs. The collections are strongest in 16th and 17th century books, and in theology and church history, but there are also good collections of classical and English literature, general history, especially British and European, common and canon law, the natural sciences, early medicine, topography and travel. Major collections are those of Bishop John Cosin (1595-1672), housed in the 17th century library he commissioned, of Martin Routh (1755-1854), of Lord William Howard of Naworth and of the Sharp family of Bamburgh Castle. There is also an extensive local history collection covering County Durham, Northumberland, Cumbria and North Yorkshire.  

University of Edinburgh (Edinburgh University Library)
Edinburgh University Library (EUL) (www.ed.ac.uk) was founded in 1580 when Clement Litill, an Edinburgh Advocate, died, bequeathing his collection of 276 volumes to the Toun and Kirk of Edinburgh. A year after the founding of the Tounis College, now the University of Edinburgh, in 1583, these books were handed over to the College as a basis for its library.  New College Library was founded in 1843 as the Library of the Free Church College, following the Disruption.  It is one of the largest theology libraries in the UK, with around a quarter of a million items including special collections and a large and rich manuscript collection.  The strengths of the Library collections contribute greatly to the teaching and research of members of the School of Divinity and students elsewhere in the University and beyond.
University of Leeds (Leeds University Library) 
Leeds University Library is one of the major academic libraries in the UK both in terms of its breadth of collections and its innovative approach to service provision. It has a physical collection of some 2.8 million items in stock, with over 8,000 full text electronic journals and over 500 electronic databases also available. In addition, the Library has developed a high quality gateway of links to externally available web content, classified by subject area.

 

The Department of Special Collections administers all the Library's printed books, manuscripts and associated items that must be kept in secure, closed-access storage, with supervised arrangements for their consultation. These research and teaching collections have grown over more than a century and now contain some 200,000 printed works, the majority of which are recorded in the Library's online catalogue. Amongst many strengths are seventeenth- and eighteenth-century publications and the libraries of Ripon Cathedral and of Yorkshire Quaker meeting houses, held on deposit.

 

University of London Library 

The University of London Library is one of the major academic libraries of the United Kingdom, supporting scholarship and innovation to advance research and learning in the University of London, regionally and worldwide.  It is a member of the Consortium of Research Libraries (CURL), Research Libraries Group (RLG) and the Consortium of European Research Libraries (CERL).  Its holdings amount to some 2 million titles and are concentrated primarily across the wider arts, humanities and social sciences, although it provides basic reference tools in science and medicine and maintains significant collections in the history and philosophy of science, technology and medicine.  About 5 500 current periodicals titles are received. The Palaeography Room holds probably the greatest open access research and teaching collection in manuscript studies in Europe and one of the best in the world, and is the dedicated reading room for the consultation of special collections of printed material, archives, manuscripts and artefacts.  There is a close relationship between the University Library and the School of Advanced Study and, in some cases, the University Library also functions as an Institute Library or offers facilities for Institute activities.  In many other areas the collections are complementary.

University of Manchester (John Rylands Library)
The John Rylands University Library of Manchester is the largest non- legal-deposit academic library in the United Kingdom and supports all subject areas taught by the University. The JRULM provides its members with a large number of services and resources – including the most extensive range of electronic resources of any UK Higher Education library.  A range of services is also provided for members of the public, schools and commercial companies.  

Over the past ten years a massive programme of retrospective conversion has resulted in some two-thirds of the Library stock now being included in the OPAC. Most recently, some 100,000 electronic records have been added to the catalogue as a result of the RSLP projects for retrospective conversion. Prior to this, the catalogues of the Special Collections Division of the JRULM were retroconverted under the NFF Programme, adding around 400,000 records to the database. Most of the records in the JRULM's database are included in the CURL Union Catalogue (COPAC).   

   
University of Oxford Libraries (Bodleian Library) 
The Bodleian Library is the main research library of the University of Oxford. It is also a copyright deposit library and its collections are used by scholars from around the world. The central buildings include Duke Humfrey's Library above the Divinity School, the Old Schools Quadrangle with its Great Gate and Tower, the Radcliffe Camera, Britain's first circular library, and the Clarendon Building. In addition, the Bodleian has seven dependent libraries, in separate locations in Oxford: the Bodleian Japanese Library, the Bodleian Law Library, the Indian Institute Library, the Oriental Institute Library, Rhodes House Library, the Radcliffe Science Library, and the Philosophy Library. The Library's mission is to maintain and develop collections and services in support of the present and future teaching and research needs of the University of Oxford, and of the national and international scholarly community.

University of Warwick Library
The University Library is a five-storey building in the heart of the campus – one of the first university buildings to be completed in the late 1960s. A 1990s extension to the main building provided more library space and also purpose-built archive accommodation for the Modern Records Centre, which holds nationally important archives relating to modern British society. 

The Library has over 25,000 registered users and a staff of around 150. Its holdings comprise about 1 million printed volumes, 10 kilometres of archives, about 11,000 journals, of which more than 8000 are electronic, and more than 200 subscription databases. The Modern Records Centre has collections significant for the study of industrial relations, the British motor industry, higher education and cycling. Papers of prominent individuals such as Ernest Bevin, Sir Victor Gollancz and Richard Crossman are deposited here. It also holds a major collection of British, overseas and international trade union and employers’ association publications, as well as the publications of British political parties and pressure groups.  The Library is a member of CURL (Consortium of University Research Libraries) and RLG (Research Libraries Group). 

APPENDIX 2

Key Contacts in Partner Libraries

UCL (University College London) Library Services

Diana Mercer
d.mercer@ucl.ac.uk
University of Durham (Durham University Library)

Sheila Hingley
s.m.hingley@durham.ac.uk
University of Edinburgh (Edinburgh University Library)

Alason Roberts
a.roberts@ed.ac.uk
University of Leeds (Leeds University Library)

Michael Emly
m.emly@leeds.ac.uk
University of London Library



Christine Wise
cwise@ull.ac.uk
University of Manchester (John Rylands Library)

Shirley Perry
shirley.perry@man.ac.uk
University of Oxford Libraries 



Richard Ovenden richard.ovenden@ouls.ox.ac.uk
University of Warwick Library



Janet Gardner
janet.gardner@warwick.ac.uk
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