
12:00 - 13:00 Registration and lunch
Gallery Suite, EMCC

13:00 - 17:00 The Future of the research library and the digital shift
Gallery Suite, EMCC

RLUK members are experiencing a profound change in the nature of their collection, 
audiences, and activities in response to the shift from an analogue to a mixed analogue/
digital environment. The importance, and complexity, of this transition is recognised in 
RLUK’s strategy, Reshaping Scholarship. 

Since 2018, RLUK has undertaken work in response to the challenges and opportunities 
posed by this shift. These have included horizon scanning and scoping to explore the impact 
of the digital shift on portions of the research library collection including in RLUK’s recent 
digital scholarship survey and the subsequent report, Digital Scholarship and the role of 
the research library. This research is in addition to the discussions heard at this year’s RLUK 
conference, at the first meeting of the Collections Strategy Network, and at the forthcoming 
DCDC conference, regarding the wider impact of the digital shift on the research library 
collection, its audiences, and services. Other activities that fall under the digital shift strand 
can be seen in the Reshaping Scholarship implementation plan, available in the members’ 
area of the RLUK website.

This workshop will explore the future vision of the research library and the digital shift, and 
will directly inform a programme of activity for RLUK to undertake in this area. It will seek to 
supplement RLUK’s existing work regarding the current experience of RLUK members and 
to ask more fundamental questions regarding the future of the research library in the next 
10-15 years. 

The session will begin with three presentations from colleagues drawn from across the 
library, archival, and academic community who will offer a series of provocations regarding 
what the future might hold. The second half of the session, facilitated by representatives 
from RLUK’s member networks, will explore what RLUK might undertake in this area and will 
produce a ‘manifesto for change’ to embody this.

13.00 - 13:15: Welcome and introduction

13.15 - 15:00: Session 1 - The future of the digital shift
Three speakers will each provide a provocation regarding the future of the digital shift and 
how it relates to research libraries, archives, and the teaching and learning process. 

• Stephen Pinfield, Professor of Information Services Management, University of Sheffield
• John Sheridan, Director of Digital, The National Archives 
• Erin Snyder, Director, Digital Transformations Hub, University of Nottingham

Questions and discussion

15.00 - 15:30: Break
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15.30 - 17.00: Session 2 – The future of the research library and the digital shift

This workshop will explore a series of fundamental questions regarding the future role of 
the research library and the digital shift. Participants will be asked to consider current areas 
of innovation within and beyond the research library community, the current direction of 
travel regarding library services and initiatives, and where these are likely to lead us. 

In particular, the session will ask what RLUK can do to help prepare the community for the 
‘challenge of change’ in a fast moving and uncertain digital environment. 

16.30 - 17.00: Feedback and next steps

17.00 - 18.30: Digital shift working group session
The digital shift working group will take the discussions and the feedback from the session 
and write a short manifesto for change regarding the digital shift and the future of the 
research library. This document will contain a short draft vision for the research library of 
2030 and a high-level outline of the some of the work required to support this vision.

17:00 - 17:45: Tour of the George Green Library
Tour participants will be escorted to the George Green Library, which is a short walk from 
the meeting venue.

17:00: Tour of the University of Nottingham Digital Transformations Hub 
A tour and demonstration of the University of Nottingham’s Digital Transformation Hub 
(https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/artsdigitalhub/artsdigitalhub.aspx)

19.00 - 22:00: Evening dinner
Brailsford Suite, Orchard Hotel
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10:00 - 10:30 Registration
Gallery Suite, EMCC

10:30 - 12:00 Workshop - Transformative big deals: what’s the destination? 

Details TBC

12:00 - 13:00  Lunch

13:00 - 14:30  Workshop - Formulating an RLUK response to the UKRI draft open   
    access policy 

Details TBC

14:30  Meeting close
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